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THE UTOR'S MESSAGE
Review of the Past Year's City Administration,

Fiscal and Political

DEPARTMENTAL DUTIES.
..

Errors of Legislation as They
Affect Local Interests.

WANTED-A RESPONSIBLE GOVEERIOT.

KXKCTTTVE OKPARTMKNT, |Ma Yob's ovkick. Jail. 19, 1874. /
To mi homokabijt the Common council:.
Obntlbmbn.On Ui« commencement of another

year oi "fflcial life T congratulate your honorable
bwly #nJ the executive (lepai tments of the city
government on the auspicious clos^ot the one that
>h past, m tbe ireedom 01 the city 1'rotn the pestilenceby which some ot our Mister cities have been
afflicted, and in the good onler ana health which
has very generally prevailed.
Ht the charter it is made "the duty of the Mayor

to communicate to the Common Council at least
once a year a general statement of the finances,
government and improvements of the city,"' iffld
' to recommend all such measures as he shall deem
expedient."
Mince my lart annual communication to your

honorable borty the laws relative to the govern- (
mentoi the city have been modified In respect of
certain details 01 administration, and, doubtless,
in dome minor matters, improved. By tne provisionsof what is called tbe new charter
the opportunity has been afforded to reconstructtbe personnel of most of the
Ueoartments through the nominations by the
Mayor and confirmation by tiie Aldermen. The old
and vicious system of a plurality o( heads of departmentsin, however, still retained.a system aa

objectionable as that of independent commissions
and almost as irresponsible. The time that has
elapsed since the appointment of the heads of the
departments has been altogether too short to justifycomment upon their acts. They have scarcely
as yet cleared away the rubbish left by their predecessors.In maDy of them economies and salutaryregulations have been introduced which have
resulted in, and will continue to yield, the fruits of
substantial reform.
The Mayor goes on to sayIndeed, the conditionof our tlnancial affairs at the period they were

assumed by the present lead of the Finance Departmentwas without parallel in the annals of
municipal history. It was at the commencement
ol a transition period trom an epoch characterizedby social demoralization, disregard of the
obligations of public duty, official neglect, iraud and
crime, towards an era demanding a higher mo-aiityand purer and better standard 01 public
administration.
During this period there has been required the

vigor necessary to oppose the methods of malevolentand corrupt officials of the past, and the forbearanceand patience with the inexperience 01
new incumbents. The tasK or the restoration ol
the credit or the city and of protecting the treas-
ury ha* involved one continued, persistent and
unremitting contest with claimants of the most
desperate and corrupt character.
The Mayor shows by tables that there has been

an increase of 110,102,872 30 in the city and county
debt from i860 to 1674 in assessment bonds alone,
for which the city holds a direct lien upon the
property benefited by the improvements, and
that the total increase in the debt from tne letn
of September, 1871, to January 1, 1874, wai

$14,494,712 71. The greater portion of the bonds
representing this increase was issued for purposes
belonging to a past era, and not belonging to the
yew 1872 and 1873. After crediting the sinking
fund the net increase of the debt is only
$w.084.42H 6f>, snowing that irom money derived
from other sources tne debt has been Icept down
to the extent oi $£,410,284 02.
on the 1st. of January, 1874. the
amount oi the sinking lund was $24,832,617 50

on lorn September, 1871, tne sinking
luuu amounted to 19,422,338 48

.Hhowing an increase of $5,410,284 02
[Oi tins amount only the sum of
$646,611 .Ml was derived irom the
sale oi public property and the
payment oi mortgages. The balance,$«,763,772 71, l." at least in
some <le#ree due to increased
vigor in collecting and husbanding
the city revenues.)

The expenditures tor maintaining the
government or the city and comity
lor the year 1871 were not less than.$36,262,58!/ 41

The expenditures lor 1372 did not
»rc»»ii .ii r.nti nnn iin

The expenditures for ls7u were about, ati,<>00,000 00
A fair comparison 01 the expenses

wonI<1 show that those 01 1873 are
less than those 011871 by wore than. 8,000,000 00
It may suit the purpose of those interested in

the restoration of a regime of nuajjovernment to
charge upon the present administration the responsibilityfor an increase of debt and taxation
which is the direct consequence o; the acts of their
predecessors in office. How entirely the present
administration is lree from an; reproach in this
m atter may be inferred irom the lact that for 1872
and 187::, in spite 01 the bad inheritance of previous
years, the current expenses of the government
were met by an average rate of 2 70-100 per cent
for each year, while in 1871 the actual as distinguishedirom the nominal rate, was about three
and one>lialf per cent.

ir the estimates for 1874 seem to reveal a less
favorable state of things the difference is only apparent.The Board of Apportionment has iound it
necessary to appropriate $39,218,94.1 79 to meet the
expenses of government for the present year. Of
this amount $*24,193,399 16 is required to provide
lor expenditures already fixed by law. It is simplyover the balance 01 $l5,025.;>4e ff? that the
Board could exercise any discretion whatever, and
the apportionment of this sum had obviously to be
regulated by the growing wants of the city, In providingfor Its Increased area, by the imperative
necessities of the current business and the decayed
condition of many 01 Its public buildings arid the
urgeut need of repairing its thoroughfares.
The estimate of expenditures of all accounts
lor 1874 is but slightly in excess of the actual expendituresoi 18> 1. But it will be seen tnat under
the provisions 01 law the city and county are requiredto raise during the present tear the followingamounts in excess of those required for 1871.
The State tax is nearly f 1.000,000 higher than In
1871. Tbtee million dollars more are required to
pay the interest on tbe debt. For the redemption
of funded bonds nearly $2,000,000 have to be provided,while nose were paid In 1871 from taxation.
The Fourth avenue improvements demand
$i,r>oo,ooo and the Police Department $1,000,000 for
street cleaning, additions to tbe force, Ac., in excess01 what bad to be supplied in 1871. Various
additions and Improvements to tbe city property
which would, under the old system, have been paid
for by the issue of bonds will this year lie met out
of the proceeds of taxation.
Under the apportionment of 1874 the rate of taxationlor the Tear will amount to 3 40-100per cent on

$1,129, 139,oa, the assessed value of 1873. This is so
high a rai.e that it is imperatively necessary that

\l no lurther appropriations or expenditures should
\1 be sanctioned by the Legislature calculated to lnVcrease the burdens of the city. To prevent any

, \ such legislation 1 invite the co-operation or your
honorable body.
The proportion of the state tax required this

year from New York city uud county amounts to
over twenty per cent of the entire tax levy of tba
city and county, and maintains its usual disparitywith that collected from the rest of the State. It
is a standing Injustice to this community that it
should be called upon to pay nearly one-hail of the
entire expenses oi the state government.
We are this year required by law to pro7lde$3,044,387 77, by the issue of the bends of tiie city

as our portion of an unexplained absence of over
$6,000,000 in certain sinking runds ot the state

v which by the constitution and laws are marte inviolable.This infllctlou will, of course, increase tuc
debt of the city to that extent.
I Claims ol the present year against the TreasuryI are audited and paid at the Finance Department
with great promptness, and, so tar as that departmentis concerned at least, no Just cause of complaintexists with respect to any class of payments.
The average tlm* within which bills for supplies,

material*, Ac., were examined and paid during lie
year alter 'he receipt of the claim in the Departmentof Finance was two duvs. The average time
within whlob paj rolls ol laborers 01 tbe past year
have been paid was less than three days from the
tune of their receipt at the Finance Department.
During the year $it4W.!Ua have l«#en disbursed
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, vo mooring mm eaployed by tbe city, ud ttey
kav( been aiwaje fairly, juatly and promptly paid.
lu the midst ol the late financial pauieTonthe

ihi of November last), bonds oi the city to the
| amount ol Ceil due, and tbe Comptroller
i *m compelled, In addition to tbc larire amounts
| to bf muted to meet u»o current claims ol tbe city,to provide the meana to pay the maturing uou is.
This was successfully accomplished.Between tbe 1st of January this date and the lat
o' February, 1874, over ts.WM.OW) 01 bonila mature,and the mean* will be provided to pay them.

OHAMBKRLAIN AND OOl'NT* TKKAMItKK.
The very responsible dnties of tum officer have

been mutt satisfactorily periormed. The banks
which have been made depositories of the moneys
01 the city and county have made to tbe Comptroller,promptly aud without coercion, uioutni.v retard*of the interest accrued on the deposited
funds, and these have been paused to tne credit of
the sinking tuud. Tbe amount 01 interest accrued
to iiie city on their moneys roiu May 1 to December31 is 182,477 lti. The t;hamborlu.u. who is requiredto give security in the sum oi $2,«wo,ooo. Is
allowed by law the sum ol $30,UH) per atiuum lor
ms own compensation and to provide tor ail the
expenses of conducting Ins office.
The late Chamberlain, Krarcis A. Palmer, has not

yet paid over to the city the Interest accrued on
deposits. He has not, yet accounted lor Uie comnn.voouson the amount paid over to the Slate
'treasurer. It is believed that the advantages ol
tins office prior to tne accession of the present incumbentwere, directly and indirectly, not leas
than $J5u,uoo per annum to its lortunate holder.

rOLICK DKPAKTMRNT.
The cleaning or the streets has been placed

under the management oi this department, and it
is very certain that there has been a great imjproveiiient in the perioriuance of this servico duringthe paf.1 year. It is to be hoped tnat the expenseswill be reduced as the business bucouicx
better organized.
This department, since its organization under

the new charter, hss exhibited a degree ol vigor
ami intelligent zeal in the discharge ol the importantdunes the law devolves upon its heads which
promise to give us a greater measure ol secun'y
to lire and property aud maintenance ol pubuc
order than we have known in rcccnt years.

LAW DKPAKTMBNT.
t'pon the Law Department has been Imposed an

unusual amount oi business occasioned by the deIlence ot numerous old claims agaiust the city.
It. nApma £<k tna it wiinld Ko waII tn invn t.r% tho

Mavor the power to employ special counsel
wiien, in his opinion, the interests ol tne city rcIquire it.

PIR* DEPARTMENT.
The Fire Department proposes, among its ex

ppndilures lor the year 1«;4, ihe construction of a
lire uoat, to ply on the waters ol the haroor, properlyequipped.
The department also contemplates the erection

or uerlal ladders, a late invention, to aid in toe
speedy removal of persons from loity buildings on
Ore.

DEPARTMENT OP CHARITIES AMD OQRRKCTIOX.
Great eoonomy aud-eUlciencv have been introducedin the Department of Public Charities and

correction. Expenses have been reduced, slue!cures displaced ami wasteiulness checked.
DKIVARTMKNT OP BlMLDINIiS.

The Department oi Buildings under its present
head is, by Its exertions to deserve it, regaining
the long lost coulideuce of the public.

1 think it would be eminently appropriate to con
stitute within this department a bureau for the
care and repair of the public buildings oi the city
and county, and to transier to it all the powers of
this character from the Board of Supervisors and
lrom trie Commissioner of Public Works; aud to
this bureau should be committed the procuring of
supplies tor tbu courts and the o01c?s of the governmentnot charged with executive duty.

PETABTMKNT OP HEALTH.
The Department oi Health, under its new head, la

doing alt that can be expected.
DEPARTMENT OP DOCK3.

The wort, ot t he Department of Docks has been
Diaiuly limited to the reconstruction aud repair of
cerium piers. ahjoiuuus pru,ecio wuiuu womu
nave swamped the city hav been abandoned.

DEPAKTMBNT OF PUBLIC WORKS.
Under the charter of 1870 the Department of

Public Works waa invested with comprehensive
powers and duties, simply to keep its then licad
equal in the patronage m place and mouey with its
then existiug rivals and co-conspirarcrs. The consequencewa3 corruption intrigue and utter rottenness.Claims are now constantly pouting into
the treasury lor payment, with the official approval
01 its la'e head, that t>ear tno unmistakable indicationsol' fraud and gross corruption.

Since the present Comptroller took office he has
raised on bomls a.id advan ed to this department,'

for the carrying on of certain public works, the
sum of $11,257,377 sw.
The laws concerning this department have be1

come greatl. con'uocd, and, as 1 am advised t>v
' the Corporation Counsel, the most serious questionsare likely ro arse, whether certain vast
powers can oe executed by this department or by
the Department ot Publ.c Parks.
This condition of tlie laws arises principally out

of the legislation of the last two years, by which
It was sought to add to the already too extensive
powers of the Di-paruufcnt of Public Works cer!tain powers previously executed by the Departimerit ol Parks.
Some law should be passed by the Legislature1 reduoiDg the powers of this department to their

i proper limits, to more clearly deline these powers,
i and also to prevent iho contusion and loss which

may arise in case of conflicts of Jurisdiction betweenindependent executive departments.
: The present reservoirs seem to be adequate for

the supply of our city with Oroton water lor some
time to come, and there is, therefore, no immediateneccesity tor any large expenditure of public
money in this direction.
Hut the consumption of Croton water haa increasedat a greater rate than the population,

having reached 104,000,000 gallons per day, or more
than too gallons daily to each inhabitant. At no
distant day It will have outgrown the capacity of
the present aqueduct, the maximum of which is a
delivery ot HS.ooo.ooo gallons per day. The constructionol an additional aqueduct, at a period by
no means remote, will thus become an absolute
necessity.
The construction of boulevards, drives, Ac., involvesenormous expenditures. That alone extendingfrom Fifty-ninth street upward, which is

not one-half completed, has already cost the city
Sb,927,8ti2. It was planned and partially construct-
(Mi by the Department 01 rarKs, out oy an interpolatedsection in tne law of 1872 it was transferred
to the Department of Puollc Works.

Dfcl'AKTMENT OP TAXES AND ASSESSMENTS.
The Department of Taxes ana Assessments is engagedin making its valuations for the coming

year; it is certain that we shall see an end ot the
favoritism ;;iat lius existed in valuations and in
tne system oi purchasing exemption ;rom taxation
of which we have heretofore heard so many complaints.

in regard to real estate the provisions of law
are comparatively definite, ana in this county tne
assessments more nearly meet the requirements
of the law than in any other eonnty oi the State.
A technical compliance wrh the law concerning
real estate in this county alon<* would inflict upon
our citizens such a share ol the burden ol the State
as wouirt he unendurable, with a very slight
chance of alleviation by the action o! the State
Board of Equalization. Tne disparity in aasessm.ntsupon personal property in this county,
as compared with others, is even more flagrant.
In eight years the assessments upon the personal
property in this county have increased
about thirty-seven per cent, wnile in all the
rest of the State the assessments upon such propertyhave decreased about seventeen per cent
during the same period. The time.practically
about elgnteen months.which elapses between
tne period of assessment and euiorced collection
of taxes upon personal property in this county is
the cause oi heavy losses. A revision ol tne tax
laws and the adoption oi an equitable code bv the
Legislature would bring to this county essential
reiief, aud be, at best, but a tardy measure of
justice.

BOARD Of EDUCATION.
More than 200,000 children attend the schools In

the course of the year. The amount of money
called lor to sustain our schools for 1874 is very
large.

It may be very well questioned whether there
are not already too many of the ornamental
branches taught in the schools. The children are
urged and confused by the diversity of their
studies. I am satisfied that the cost of supplies in
form or school books, Ac., ought to be reduced.
There is no room for doubt that the preceding
Board left the school buildings in a very dilaplidated condition, and it will require a considerable
sum of money to bring them up to a fair state of
reparation. This has been provided by the Board
ol Apportionment.

DKPARTMENT OF PARKS.
1 am clearly of opinion that the improvements

contemplated in other parks of the city should be
upon a very much less expensive scale than those
or the Central Park. Cuder this department It is
proposed to lay out and purchase a parade ground
near the northerly end of tne island. This should
be discontinued. From inquiries I have made I
am satisfied Unit,the location of this ground is not
at all adapted lor the purpose, and that the owners
or surrounding property would regard it as highly
Mi.iAfMnnuMo unrl in fchp infiirmftnt anmo at luuaf

oi these owners, It would he considered a nuisance.
This is no time lor millions or expenditure or not
strictly indispensable pnrposes when convenient
ami inexpensive sites can be had in tne annexed
dstrict.

It cannot be stated with too much emphasis t hat
tre Htmli run the risk of MMRlflciBg ttM nloilMc
results of the past, and shall certainly endanger
the prospect of lurtherImprovement, it the charter
Is again to become the sport or taction and the
battle ground oi greedy schemcrs In the Legislature.
Although the charter In some respects seems to

expand the legislative lunctions or the Common
Council I do not discover that these have any
actual existence save on paper.
The extensive powers which the law seems to

confer on the representatives of the people are
practically neutralized by the independent functlonsstill exercised by the departments. The
legislative body is swallowed up and is largely
controlled by the executive departments. Most
or the important municipal public enterprisesare placed beyond your control, and are
passed by the state Legislature without your concurrence,Tonr legislative powers onght to be coextensivewith tne wants and necessities of our
people, and should control every Item or public
ex|M-imtture. I And now. as unmistakably as I did
a year mro, that the executive departments have
no proper connection with each other, are not
inter-depeniicnt nor subject to the legislative
branch or the government. Thelr'nction is marked
as ijrtle bv harmonious co-operation as it is regulatedby a proper sense of responsibility. There is
no sumdent definition oi tneir powers and duties.
Kacn is independent and each jealous of tne other.

1 would suggest and ask roar co-ooeratlon to ae-
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cur* a chance In the ornate *.ftw. so that the Mayor
be invested with the power 10 remove, tor caufes
aatmlactory to (muscii, the officers whom lie haa
the power to nominate, and that each department
have nut one heaU, to ue nominated by the Mayor
and oooflrmed by (he Board of Aldermen.
There were several measure* proposed at the

last legislature necessary to supplement the charterand serve the public interest which tailed of
enactment.
Ttieae should attain be urged upon the attention

of the Legislature. Chi©/ amoug them is the bill
Tor the consolidation of the city and county governments.
Among rtie earliest protest* or a revived sentlmentof reform were those directed against the

loss to the treasury anil the oobsequent increase
01 burdens to the general taxpayer which resulted
from the practice of vacating assessments on
grounds which the law holds to constitute technicalirregularity. These protests have been frequentlyrepeated by the Comptroller and by myseli,
sometimes to your houoraiile body and sometimes
to tnc legislature, hut without result. Corrective
legislation, devised to meet this evil, has encounteredat Albany the organized opposition of a
knot of lawyers, whose chiel business it is to ferret
out flaws in laying assessments or swarding contractslor local improvements, and w|i >se income
is chiefly derived from tne sjhiiIs tfathe.ed in these
piratical raids upou the treasury. Operations of
this character have attained such magnitude that
thev now cost the city about $1,000,000 per annum.
There have been, undoubtedly, many eases in

whn-n assessments have been laid, in despite of
remonstrances for wooden ana other worthless
pavements, where the fraudulent character of the
ordinances on which thev were based or the noto1nous jobbery which characterized the awarding of
tne contracts justified an legal means oi resist|ance to their imposition. Hut the majority ol
cases belong: to an entirely different category.
The practice of obtaining orders from the courts
to vacate assessments is rapidly on tiie increase.
It is evident that the whole system of making advancesto property owners lor the purpose of
carrying out street improvements neeas re vis on
and reiorm. Twenty-live years ago, as Mayor of
Use city, I vetoed ttie resolutions ol tlie Comm u

' Council 01 thur period which farmed the entering
wedge ol the subsequent gross abuses ol the assessmentsystem.
On December 31, 1873, the outstanding issue of

bonds payable irorn assessments amounted to
$21,027,372 30. At the sunie time the amount of
ass ssments due, but not collected, was more than
$a,' 00,00(«. These figures j-how tnc urgeut necessityof measures to enable the city to promptly
meet the large item ot its temporary debt as it
lalld due. 1 would suggest that, in order to reduce
the enormous amount of unpaid assessments now
outstanding, the Comptroller be aphorized, in regardto all assessments levied prior to January 1,
1873, to take prompt and efficient measures for
their collection, leaving; to him some discretion as
to those that were imposed lor worthless pavements.To correct the past abuse ot tlie system of
vacating assessment and to indemnify the city
for some ol the loss thus unjustly Incurred a reassessmentshould be had by legislative act in
cases where assessments have been vacated on
auy other ground save that oi iraud in the execufi.inAf (ha utapIt for which th/» UKd^flBltiont tvau

levied.
In this portion of his message the Muvor speaks

In ver* siron^ terms airuinst the swindling ol the
old time, through which old claims wblch sliouid
ttavc been satisfied In 1*71 are being paid out of
the current revenues of the city.
The Board of Excise has collected from licenses

front the 1st day ol May to the 3lst or »>ecemuer,
187o, the sum of $601,449 50. The amount received
by the old Board for the whole year endiug April
80, 1872. was £3:17,662 28, and lor the year ending
April30, 1873, when the present Board took office,
$3.»«,84l 56. showing a much larger Income in
eight months under the present administration
than in auy one year under the old Board.
The net revenue collected by the Department ol

Ptmlic Works from croton water rents shows an
increase over that of 1871 of $'285,689 75, and iroin
vault permits ol $24,589 75. while the cost or collectionof both these revenues was reduced from
$1'.;4 108 43 in 1871 to $58,874 In 1873.
The amount collectcd by the Bureau of Permits

In the Mayor's oMce ior the years 1870, 1871 and
1872, was $111,577, at an expense of $85,116 03. or
a net income of $26,460 97. The amount cotlcctea
inlS7Sirom the same source was $55,779, at an
expense of $s,659 44, or a net income of $47,219 56;
showing thai in one year (1873) the city derived a
net revenue lrom this source greater by $20,000
than it did in the thr*;e years previous.

ihe receipts for licenses during the past rear
amounted to $62,519 50, against $54,519 50 in 1872
and $52,937 75 in 1871. or an Increase of $9,581 75
over 1871 and $7,0.35 50 over 1872.
The receipts lrom dock and slip rents for 1871

were $402,119 03; for 1872, $423,545 23, and for 1873,
$468,217 76, or an increase of $60,098 73 in 1873
over 1871.
From market rents and fees there was received

in 1871 the sain ol $351,185 33, and in 1873 the sum
of $343,342 37, showing a decrease of $7,824 37.
which is due to the removal ol the stands about
Wasaipgion and other markets. The cost ol collectingthis revenue was $21,589 81 In 1871, ami
$11,"5o in 1873, or a saving during the past year of$9,i;i9 81.
Under tho recently appointed Police Justices the

sum received lrom fines and paid into tho treasuryfor tho months or November and December,
1873, was $5,589. an average ol about $35,000 per
year. It Is difficult to ascertain the exact amounts
collected and paid over to the city authorities by
the preceding justices, but It is estimated that in
no one year has It reached $4,000.

1 would recommend that the city markets, which
yield a fair return over and above the cost oi their
maintenance, should be put in proper repair, and
that those which do not yield sucn a return should
be immediately sold. 'Washington Market ought to
be reconstructed and rebuilt.
The corporation owns a number of valuable ferry

franchises which are practically unproductive. This
source of revenue has already formed the subject
of careiul inquiry, with a view of rendering itproiltableto the treasury.
The County Court House ought no longer to remainIn its' present condition; trustworthy estimatesshould be prepared of the cost ol finishing

It, and any appropriations made lor that purpose
should strictly coniorm thereto, so that the work
may be immediately and finally execnten.
On the luth of May, 1873,1 nominated to the Board

of Aldermen, as required by law, the following
commissioners to complete the building, to wit:
Messrs. W.villa Blackstone, John P. Cumming,
Thomas B. Tappan and Smith E. Shaw. These
nominations have been suilercd to remain unacted
on lor more than seven months.
The arsenal in Elm street, which is now useless,

ought to be put in order lor Htate purposes.
It la doubtful whether the new City Prison

whose erection was provided for by the last Legislature,should be proceeded with at the present
time. It seems to me that the present prison
can, with slight alteration, be made equal to the
wants ol the city tor several years to come.
The pavements of the streets in certain uortlons

of the city are in a wretched condition, and it la.
as a measure of comfort and economy, important
that they should be put in repair as rapidly as o ssible,and on some plan and by some agency consistentwith economy and efficiency.
Knormous amounts as rents 01 armories are still

required to be paid. Leases made for lonn periods,
but involving most enormous rents,'still e.\lst. I
am ofopinion that lepal steps should be taken to test
the validity of these lenses and to set them aside.

I should recommend the repeal of Uwh under
which any department is authorized to call lor unlimiteda mounts or money. No undertaking of a
private character or for a pilvate interest should
be aided in any way out ot the publictreasury of the city. That part ol
the bill, passed at the last session of
the Legislature, relating to the so-called Industrial
Exhibition, which compels the city to make the
loan contemplated by the act, or any other loan,
should be repealed. Uv the first of these statutes
the city is virtually required to make a present of
$2,500,000 to one or more adventurers.
For the Brooklyn bridge I have received an estlmateol the amount required to complete the undertaking,which shows that $10,000,000 more than

lias been provided will be required to finish the
bridge. The circumstances under which this undertakingoriginated, and the disclosures which
have been rrora time to time made during its progress,have not been such as to secure lor It the
confidence of the public.
The city Is already a stockholder in this enterfirlseto the amount or $1,500,000, and I do not think

ts prospects are sufficiently flattering to juatny
any further investment.
The question as to the power of the Legislature

to take from the pockets of the citizens ol New
York $1,500,000 annually, to hand over to a railroadcorporation, to be used lor personal profit, as
they have done by the aid which tne city is compelledto give to the New York Central and HarlemKailroad companies In sinking the track and
abating a public nuisance, and the Increased value
of their property ought, 1 think, to be tested.

I am informed that schemes are now in progress
bv the gambling political coteries and tiieir affiliationsto again loisr upon this city the Metropolitan
I'ollce system, with themselves or next friends as

'

Commissioners, and to influence the Legislature to
so reorgan ze the Dock Department in the same
interests as to make this great cltv, its gociai life,
Its commerce and.its Industry feeders for their
greed, avarice 11 nd lust, of power. And from the
insane routterlngs and harmless howls of their
mendacious mouthpiece and other frauds, I think
the information is reliable. I deem It my duty to
take all proper and necessary measures in connectionwith yourselves to counteract these
schemes and expose their objects.
The progress ol the city of Montreal in the export

trade of grain has been, since 1H56, upward 01 283
per cent. New York, during the same period, has
increased but 57 per cent. When the Wetland
Canal shall be completed, an event expected to
come to pass In 1875, ships of 1,000 tons burden will
pass directly from the lakes to the Culf of fct.
Lawrence, and It will only be possible for New York
to make headway against this rivalry by an intelligentand legislative mastery and control ol th«
transportation problem and such an economy in
the administration of municipal and state governmentthat the ratio 01 taxation will Invite to, Insteadol, as now, repel capital irom our city and
State.
Although you have bnt. little power to change

these currents, yet a knowledge 01 the anticipated
evil mai eniblo you to avert some of us conse?uences,anil to the extent of some ol that power
Invoke your aid In Improving our terminal lacllltles,and refusing to assist In the Increase of railwaymonopoly, and ask you to give your moral

countenance and support to any practicable scheme
which will render tne cost of transportation of
oar surplus products from our Great West to New
York, and of our manuiactures and those 01 Enrope.for which we are the carriers, to the vast area
of our country, which Tor its and onr benefit has
been hitherto tributary (0 the wealth and greatoeaaoroorcltr.W. F. HAYK1UXK&.
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MUNICIPAL AFFAtBS.

BOARD OF ALDERMEH.
In order to receive the Mayor's manual Meuage

an adjourned meeting of the Hoard took place yesterdayafternoon, the President, Mr. h. H. B.
Vance, In the chair, lhe minutes of the previous
meeting were read and approved, alter which the
Mayor's Message was received and partially read,
when the further reading was dispensed with and
l.ooo copies thereof ordered printed.
The Mayor nominated Thomas I. Sullivan a cltv

marshal in tne place of Mr. Toplanyi, removed.
The nomination was laid over and ordored printed.
On motion the Board adjourned until uext

Monday.
BOABD OF A8SI8TAHT ALDERMEN.

A Memorial to Change the Building
Laws To Be Sent to the Legislature.
Pursuant to adjournment the Board met yesterdayafternoon at two o'clock.
Mr. Betts, the Deputy Clerk, called the Board to

order, whereupon Assistant Aluerman Stmouson
nominated Assistant Aldcman 0. M. Ulaucy for
tomporary presiding officer.

lhe minutes of the previous meeting were read
and approved.
The "agreement to disagree" between the politicallac t Ions of the Hoard is still In fotfue.

Messrs. Wade and Struck, the republican and
democratic Presidents, were absent, as at the
prfviuus ncBHiuu.

Alderman Uealey offered a resolution reappointingWilliam U. Moloney and the other oillcials
appointed at a meeting on January 5.
Alderman ttimonson moved to B-ibetltutethe name of Constantino Donohue.
Considerable filibustering was indulged
in on tins occasion. The republican members
wanted tbc resolution to be introduced as originalmatter, and not as endorsing the session of
January &. winch Is held by them to have been irregular.
Alderman Mmonson offered an amendment, that

W. ll. Moloney and the others be Appointed as
Clerk, Ac., which was lost, and the original motion
wus adopted on a division.a to 6.
A resolution calling upon the Mayor and i'olice

Commissioners to have the ordnance relative to
the snruikling of salt on railroad tracks by tiie
railroad companies, passed February 23, 186J,
strictly enforced, was referred to the Committee
ou Railroads.
Assistant Alderman Thornell offered the followingpreamble and resolution, which was unanimouslyadopted
Whereas In view of the destruction to whith life and

property are subject in tlii city ol New York by reason
ol the improper mid criminal count ruction ol hcutin* anparatus111 buildings, anil ol the tuildinns themselves,{lie authoritiesol the Mute of New Yjrk and of tills cityund county are in duty bound to make mid enforce such
lawn ax will tend to pre erve lite lrom sudden calamity,
and property troni destruction by tire; therefore, be it
Hesolved, Tnat the i ninscl to' the Corporation be rcqnestedto prepare « memorial to the Legislature of the

Mate df .New Vork, praying that the Kuildlng law appllculdcto this city be so mtn nded as to provide lor a mora
perfect construction of Miiidings und heating apparatus
therein.
Unsolved, That His Honor the Mayor be requested to

forward such memorial ro the Senate und Assembly on
bebalt ol tl»e Mayor, Aldermen aud Coiuuiuualiy ot the
city of .New York.
A document lrom the Board of Aldermen, providingthat the Clerk of the Common Council be

directed to send to each member oi Assembly a
copy or a resolution from the Common Council, requestingthe repeal ol chapter 575, Laws of 1873,
which provides lor the erection of a new city
prison, was concurred in.

i lie Muyor'H annual .Message (published in anotherpurt of tlie HWULO) was received, and alter
the reading of a few lines a motion was made to
suspend the lurtlier residing, which was negatived
by a vole of 10 to 8. A l< w minutes later another
motion to suspend reusing the Message was again
defeated by a vote 01 9 to s. When the Clerk commencedto read the Comptroller's figures the
members wearied of the dryness of the Mayor's
Message, and resolved by 13 to 4 not to hoar any
more ol it. A resolution to print 600 copies was
adopted.14 to 3.
A number or general orders were disposed of,

and at half-put three o'clock the Board adjourned.
BOARD OF 8UPERVI80RS.

The regular session of this Board convened on

the adjournment ol the Board of Aldermen, SupervisorVance in the chair. The minutes of the previoussession were read and adopted, after wfctch
Mayor Havemeyer "put in"' an appearance uud
occupied a seat alongside of Mr. .Vance for a few
minutes.
A number of newspaper bills for advertising

election notices were presented and referred.
The evening Post was recommended by tUe Com.

mittee on Printing as the printing office in which
to print the official proceedings, provided the
existing arrangements are satisfactory to the
proprietors thereof. In an adverse case, then the
committee is to advertise lor bids, and award the
printing to the lowest bidder, lne report of the
commltrce was approved.
A bill lor $354, irom C. A. Stetsoq's Sons, for providingrefreshments to the jurors in the famous

Genet trial, was ordered paid.
Supervisor Otteudoner proposed that tn

future arrancemeuts be made whereby jurors may
be well provided lor at a less expense than (5 per
diem, and promised that the Committee on CriminalCourts would see to carrying into effect this
much desired reiorm. Heretofore the fudges of
the Supreme Court order the Jurors and the deputy
sheriff having them in charge to the Astor House,
and the Supervisors have no option but to pay the
bill.
A number of bills for rent of armories, salaries of

armorers and payment or work done were passed
upon.
Supervisor Monhelmer moved that the Board

meet as county canvassers on the 2lst lnsl., to
canvass the votes of the Twenty-first district.
The Board then adjourned.

CITY AND COUNTY TREASURY.
Comptroller Green reports the following disbursementsand receipts of tne treasury yesterdaj

Claim* paid.No. of warrants 72 amounting $6560*1
l'uy rolls.No. 01 warrants... lb amounting 30,417

Total* $686,i.W
Receipt*.

From taxes of 1R7T. and interest. $16,642
From arrears ot taxes. asseo*menti ami iiitere.su... ts,0t>4
From collection of assessment* and interest...... 20,792
From market rents and lees 1,287
From water rent* 707
From licenses.Mayor's office 29
From sale* of City Record tone week) 17
From fees and tines iJutric. Courts 31

Totals $44,170

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS.
Commissioner Van Nort makes the following

statement of public moneys received by the Departmentof Public Worts during the wees ending
Saturday last:.
For Croton water rent and penalties $20,100
For tapping ( roton pipes 46
For sewer permit* 170
For sewer pipe sold to contractors 12

ToUl: $20,369

THE SUNDAY LAW.

German Amusement Manager! in Coan*
ell.

At the Germanla Assembly Rooms last evening a
meeting of the proprietors or the larger German
lager beer establishments was held lor the purpose
or taking Into consideration the recent special
order or the police authorities in regard to Sunday
entertainments, snch as balls and tneatrlcals,
which interferes with the usual course
and practice of these establishments.
William wmckel, the manager of the Turn Hall,
was called upon to preside, »nd addresses were
delivered by Messrs. Major Hacer, Paul Kalk and
others, severely criticising the uction of the Police
Commissioners in that direction, and characterizingtne same as nugatory. It was, however, observedthat these spasmodic efforts to eniorce an
antiquated law Is not, in its origin, due to the poHs»<*mithnrltirA hnt tn a nrtvaanrA hrmifrht. tn

hear on the ssino by Pharisaical and fanatical religionistsand organization*, on motion ol Major
Sauer a committee 01 Ave was appointed to wait
upon the Police Commissioners In the course of
the present week to see what can be done to effect
a modification ol the rigorous measures adopted
by them. The committee was composed of Major
Sauer, of the Oermania Assembly Rooms;
William Kramer, of the Atlantic Oarden;
Joseph Hartmann, of Hartmann's Hotel;
Oeorge Eckels, of the Beethoven Maennerchor
Hall: Adam (»elb, of the WalhaUa Hall. On motion
a resolution was passed to engage counsel in case
litigations should result from the action ol the
police authorities. Alter the conference of the
above nameo committee wlih the Police Commissionersanother meeting will bo held to effect a
permanent organization and to take such action
as, nnder the circumstances, may be deemed
necessary.

THE NAVAL STOEE TRADE
Ail adjourned meeting of the Naval Store Trade

was held yesterday afternoon in the Manager's
room of the Produce Exchange, to continue the
consideration of the rules which at present govern
that branch of commerce. Mr. Zophar Mills presided,and the reading ol the minutes of the previousmeeting having been dispensed with the
question as to the shipmeut of spirits oi turpentinewas discussed at considerable length. Several
rules were amended so as to meet the requirementsof the trade, but as several important mattersconnected with the proposed changes were
still left open for discussion the meeting adjourned
until to-dar at two o'clock, when tfie rules win be
conaMwott at

9

LB SHEET.

AQUATIC.
Ttae Coant for Next T»>r'i Coltogtot*
HMt-SftKtH* Uki H(«ommendcd.
HMlini of tit* Oeltgatn »t H»rtft>ril
To-Morrow.

To TH» KlMTOB or TBI HlBAt.D:.
It is always difficult to obtaiu a true and anbiassedjudgment concerning affairs of "honor or

emolument" for tbe possession 01 which communitiesare striving. The party Interested is uaturallyprejudiced in his own ravor and tbe accounts
furnished by competitors are usually of a strikinglycontradictory nature. In such oases we must'
direst ourselves of all partiality and render a verdictaccording to the best of our ability.
1 would like to state here that whatever is mentionedin this letter Is authentic, and proceeds
lrom one entirely impartial. I am a college student,and earnestly hope that me College Regatta
of 1874 will be rowed over the best course that can
be offered. With the view of obtaining accurate
Information regarding the different localities which

t have been named as competitors as the course to
b« rowed upon next July, I visited a number of
adjacent towns, and, alter a fair and independeu t
investigation, I prououaoe most emphatically lor
Saratoga.
A three-mile straight away course has been lata

out by survey, with a width ol almost two miles at
the start and 1,300 ioet at the finish. High bluffs
encompass the lake on all stiles except the south.
the water is generally very smooth, owing to this
peculiar natuial advantage, and nothing except a
south wind cau rutne the surface. There are no
bars or shoals along the course; and irom the
grand amphitheatre ol btulT at the finish the whole
course cau be seen with case. To quote irom the
llRKAi.n, September 12, last:."Tnis is the scene of
tho grand stand. .Situated as it is on a steep hillside,every loot ol the course is readily seen witu a
good gxass." Aud the vie* Is not restricted to
thiB place.for miles tnese bluffs extend, overlookingthe lake aud commanding the entire course.
Saratoga is interested in this movement. She

has been treated somewhat unjustly of late, and
the whole population is desirous of retrieving her
lair lame. The Saratoga Kowing Association,
winch, l am happy to state, includes among its
members all the bi'sc and most Influential 01 the
townspeople, having recognized the importance oi
prompt action, has ottered most generous inducementsto our colleges to celebrate "Regatta week"
in Saratoga. This organization promises to confer
on the winners 01 the raco silver plate to the
amount oi $l,ooo, to be purchased by a joint committeeot the association and colleges. All the
crews, their boats, Ac., will be transported
gratis to and irom the lake at their
pleasure during Regatta wee* and the period of
training. Floats aud boat houses will be lumished
for all the colleges at expense or said association.
An arrangement will be made with all the hackmenand liveiymen in town fixing a regular taritt
(at the ordinary prices) for race week. These men
obtain their licenses InJnne, and unless the.v agreo
to the contract said licenses will not be granted. I
myseU saw a legal contract between the associationand the laud-owners about the lake Dinding
the latter to entrust their lands for the Regatta
week to the Saratoga Association, and no ice will
De cnargeti an v person aesiring to occupy mem ior
the purpose of seeiug the races. Tlie larmers are
bound to board the crews at a price not to exceed
ten dollars a week per capita; ana the crews will
be allowed to select such bill of fare as they deem
flu
Free tickets from Troy to Saratoga and retnrn

will be lumlslied to ail the competitors In the
races. A committee 01 the Saratoga Rowing Associationwill be, ul all times, at the lake to uttend
to the wants of the college oarsuien. To lu.-ure
order a large posse of police will be on hand; and
gambling, pool-seillng, Ac., will be strictly prohibited.Other arrangements are being completed,
and I am assured that. If Saratoga be selected,
we shall have, beyond a doubt, the most exciting
and successful, but yet orderly regatta that Americahas ever witnessed. En passant, the Fair
Grounds, situated one and one-quartor miles from
town, will be engaged; there is ample room for
ball matches, running races, Ac., and, to close the
festivities of the carnival, a grand ball will be given
to the colleges under the auspices of the association.
And now, to silenc« any objections, one word

more. Troy has been named as a candidate
against Saratoga. In the first place Troy has no
accommodations for the thousands who will no
present at the next College Regatta. There are
three hotels in the town, and aa these are full the
whole time they could not accommodate any
large increase in the number or visitors. I had a
long conversation wltu several rowing meu in
Troy; they could give me 110 encouragement, and
when 1 mentioned the offers of Saratoga they
shook their heads dubiously and said that Troy
would not, could not oe so generous. The average
width of the river at Troy is 850 leet, aud
there will probably be at the least fllteen
crews to enter. Ovor the course at one
point Is a bridge or pier, which would necessitatesome delicate steering ior the crews to
pass through the arches with safety. Moreover,
the course at Troy, iuj at New London, is navigable
water. Canal boats are constantly passing over
the Troy course, and the Trojan cannot preveut
this even on Hegatta day. Finally 1 believe that
what Saratoga promises she will carry out. Said
the hkkai.d, or last September, in speaking of their
fail legstta:."The entire programme was carried
out with a promptness never equalled before. The
three races were despatched in less than two and
a hair hours and everybody was back in town beforesix o'clock."
The colleges' delegates will assertble in conventionat llartiord the day alter to-morrow (January

21), for the purpose of selecting the course for the
regatta of 1874. May wisdom direct their choice!
Msw Yokk, Jan. lu, 1874. c.

A CHALLENGE TO 00L0SEL BRAOKETT.
English vi. American Cavalry.

To this Editor or the Herald
When Colonel Brackett's letter appeared in the

Hbkald I read it merely as the result of prejudice
ou hia part. 1 did not think it worthy of notice. I
cut It out, and am keeping it for mrther use, and
there for the present 1 thought the matter would
rest; but it seems still to attract attention. Permitme, therefore, to make the following offer. I
am an Englishman, and have not been in the
saddle for three or lour years, but I am ready to
match myself with Colonel Brackett to ride over

any four miles of fair hunting country, either in
England or Ireland, and I undertake to beat him.
After that I will ride against him 200 miles, say 100
miles out and home, pace not to exceed a trot, and
I undertake to beat him. I undertake, too, to say
that in England and Ireland Colonel Brackett could
find 100,000 men who would be ready to make him
a similar offer, and as many more as he chooses.

I do not wish to have my name published unless
this offer la accepted, but it and my address are at
your disposal to give to Colonel Brackett, if he
wants them. L,
New York, Jan. IT, 1874.

Americana the Beat Horaemta,
To tub Editor or tub Herald:-,
Colonel Brackett is perfectly right in his comparisonof the riding of the two nations of cavalry.

The American cavalry are certainly splendid riders
when going over the prairies, and will ride probablyirom sixty to seventy miles per day. Their enduranceis remarkable, and when in pursuit of
Indians their pluck Is excellent. I have no doubt
the Colonel, irom bis hotel in Broadway, has seen
a sample o. American cavalry in procession, and
the lookers-on who have never seen an English
cavalry would be struck with their position and
attitude in the saddle. I question if there is mueh
difference in the riding schools ot both countries,
and 1 presume all cavalrymen are taught how to
ride. 1 should like to see a test case.the cavalry
of the two nations making a charge similar to the
one at Balaklava.and I have no doubt the splendid
horsemanship of the Americans would excel.
Yours, Ac., GEoROE WADE,

No. 96 Franklin street.

A Charge on Colonel Hrackett.
St. Niciiolar Hotel* Nkw York, Jan. 17, 1874.

To THK K.D1TO* or THE HKEALD..
However reluctant It Is to me to prove the

absurdity or Lieutenant Colonel Hracicett's assertionsin regard to English cavalry, 1 cannot help
denouncing tUem as the malignant utterances and
vituperations of an insane mind, or one whose
prejudices and vanity liuve ho far misled him as to
draw upon himself the rldlcnlc or all sensible men.
Can Lieutenant Colonel Hrackett point out one
single instance where ana wlicn the English cavalryhad been whipped ? Judging Colonel Hrackett
by his unrounded statements one is led te the conclusionthat he is uttorly ignorant of l.nglish
horsemanship, and, thererore, much less of the
achievements or English cavalry in all the bloody
engagements in which they have participated. In
that case, instead or writing oi matters oi which
he knows but little about, it would have been
wiser for him to nave studied more than he has
done the unquestionable valor of English cavalry,
what they have done and are always prepared to
do. I ain ready to prove at any time to Colonel
Hrackett that he has allowed his prejudices against
the English to overpower liirn or he would never
have said anything so devoid of common sense as
he has done iu reference to English cavalry. Respectfully.FREDERICK J. ALLAN,

An ex-Ofllcer oi the lior&c Guards.

FIRE ON BROADWAY.
Considerable excitement was caused yesterday

afternoon by the report that a fire had broken out

tn the Firth Avenue Hotel. It turned oat to be a

taise rumor, as the Are waa but a alight one. ana
started In the gtore under the hotel, conductedi ny
Mr, Malllard. The cause waa a defective flue.ana
the damage done amounted to inaureu
(or ftiikOQQt

UTEBESTTflG UBIL CASE.
John F. Chambsrlin's Complaint Against Qeorge
Willwa.The District Attorney Kepreientcd
by Ex Judge Fullorton.What Counsel
tor the Defendant Endeavored to
Show.The Plaintiff on the Stand.

The examination tn the complaint of John V.
Chamberlin charging George Wilkea with libel,
alter one or more postponements, «ame up yesterdayafternoon beiore Justice otterbourg, at Rnsex
Market Police Court. Shortly before two o'clock
Mr. Wilkes, in company with bis counsel, Mr.
Samuel Q. Courtney, and Mr. Dlttenhoefer, came
into the court room, and, after conversing a few
minutes with friends that he met, took a seat behindthe railing and quietly awaited the calling ol
the case. Precisely at two o'clock Mr. Chamberlin,
with bis counsel, ex-Judge Fulierton, and Mr. J. D.
Noye% made his appearance, and so soon as
Justice Otterbourg disposed of a few minor oom-
liiaiuw wic uaui^o UI "V (luiuut'iuu nuu rw imui

were called. By this time ttio court room was

filled, and behind the railing were many anxious
faces, Messrs. William Borst and James Irving being
among the number.
The Justice, asking Mr. Chamherlin if he was representedby counsel, and being answered m tba

a (Urinative, displayed the complaint, which has
been published in the Hkrald, when Mr. Courtney
desired that Mr. Cnambcrlla be put ujion tke
sinnd, as they wanted to examine him. Opou Mr.
Chamberlin standing up before the Justice tut»
Clerk of the Court began & direct examination,
when Justice Otterbourg summarily stopped it,
and stated that the complainant might be orossexamlned,to which the counsel for the defendant
acquiesced, and commenced by asking Mr. Chamberlinwhere he was born, to which was answered,"In LausiDXburg, 1837." Mr. Courtaey
then proceeded to ask tho witness how long ho
lived in Lansinghurg, to which Mr. Fullerton objected.Mr. Courtney claimed the right to show
the history of the complainant and his general
reputation, from the time he left his native place
to the present period. Mr. Fullerton denied this
right and said that in every properly conducted
examination no such latitude was allowed. This
was the case of the people against the defendant,
and It was (or the latter to prove his allegations.
Mr. Dittenhoefer answered Mr. Fullerton in the

same strain that Mr. Courtney had indulged in,
and intimated that Mr. Fullerton was representing
the people without the authority of the District
Attorney, when this question was settled by Mr»
Fullerton showing the Justice a request of Mr.
j'tieips ror aim to act in tne matter huh protect
the interests of the people.
Justice Otterbourg dcclded to sustain the objection.
Counsel for the defendant continued his argumentrespecting the admissibility or Buch questions,in the course of which he made strong commentsupon tho reputation oi the plaintiff, tending

to impeacn his cnaracter for honesty, and supplementedhis observations by allegations that plaintiffon previous occasions was guilty (according to
views of counsel) of commuting similar offences
as charged in the alleged llboL
Mr. Fullerton. In replying to the observations of

Mr. Courtney, said tnat he did not object to his
asking any questions as to the allegations complainedof, and that ttie statements made by counselcould only be indulged in, so far as he saw,
lor the purpose of gratllymg a morbid curiosity.Counsel should confine himself lit
his comments and m his examination ot
the witness to the particular and specinc charges
as stated in the alleged libel.
The next question asked by Mr. Courtney was.

"Where did you go when you left Lanslngburg V* .

The same objection was raised as beiore, and th»
same arguments were indulged in as beiore bj
Messrs. Courtney aud Dlttenlioefer why the questionshould be admitted. Justice Otterbourg
sustained the objection. The following questions
were then asked the witness:.

Q. How long did you live in Lanslngburg t Objectedto, and objection sustained.
Q. What was your business and occupation in

Lanslngburg? Objected to, and objection sustained.
Q. Did yon ever live in Chicago? A. No, sir; 0

passed through there, and stopped a little while.
o. With your brother? A. No, sir.
The witness then admitted that ho had Uved in

St. Louis in the years 1865-6, ana that be was then
eighteen years of age. Counsel lor the deiendant
then asken irom what place he leit to go to St.
Louis, which was objected to as not essential, The
question was admitted, and the witness said that
it was Louisville.
Then followed other immaterial questions regardingthe leugth of time witness lived In Louisvilleand his occupation there, all of wluch were

objected to and not allowed.
Mr. Fullerton.Prove the truth of the libel.
Mr. Conrtney then ascertained from questions

asked, where Mr. Chamberlln lived in St. Louis,
tiie street and the number, and desired to show
his business there, to which Mr, Fullerton objected
and advised If they desired to show ibat the witnesskept a certain place In St. Louis, let them
amend their libel by another charge, and then the
witness would seek his redress in the proper way.
In this country there was no man too hlpfn for the
Court to reach and none so low that lie could not
seek and obtain its protection. The queatitna
were not admitted.
Counsel for the defendant asked many mors

questions relative to the witness' knowledge o/ disreputablepiaces and games in St. Louis, but
Justice Otterbourg did not deem them pertinent to
the complaint and libel, as charged. Mr. Fullertoa
commented u|ion the attempt to annoy the witnessby such questions, and when Mr. Courtney
admitted the tact that in the original publication
there was a mistake of ten years, Mr. Fulierton advisedthem that they could "go about and provs
the allegations charged in the libel at any time la
his life."
The witness in bis further examination said that

he had been employed on the steamboat Fashion,
on the Mississippi, as a barkeeper, ic the years
18.r>5 And 1856, and that he came to New York la
186.). The examination was then adjourned until
Friday next.

"PRINCE HAL'S" BP0CESB0B.
To-Day's Election in the Twtnty-llrtt

nial.Ut

The contest for the election or an Assemblymaa
in the Twenty-first Assembly district waxed very
wrathful last evening m all the varioas strongholdsof the rival candidates In the district. For
several weeks past there has been going on In thia
uptown district a miniature campaign, all the formalitiesusual on grand political occasions being
brought into service. Assemblyman Genet's moat
sudden disappearance was a huge affair for the
politicians in the Twenty-flrst Assembly district,
all of them now getting a chance to pnt forth their
power in support of favorites under circumstances
which, if the "Prince" were only "alive," they
never should have got. Poor Harry, with the
guilt upon his brow, is, happily for himseir, lndiTlerentto ail the powwow over the successor of
bis disgraced and degraded self, being, no doubt,
content to try as best he can to keep his head
under water. The contestants, however, have
been, in accordance with well-known regulation*
of human nature, making merry over his downfall,
ami the "I'rlnce" that was has become, during tbe
past two weeks, the mere trickster politician, who
"went back upon himself," who endeavored, so
far hs he could, to bring obloquy upon the democraticparty, and who has become a villain, a
rascal and a renegade. All this sort or thing
has been going on during the canvass among the
friends of Messrs. Allen (republican), Sullivan
(Apollo Hall) and Crary (Tammany), who have
been fighting a big battle for their respective candidatesunder the acknowledged principles oi electioneeringlaws, and everybody knows what such
laws are. Last night was the culmination of the
exertions of the friends of the rival candidates, and,
as is usual on the eve oi battle, the enemy, though
less demonstrative than on previous occasions,
was more terribly in earnest. But the meaning or
the election yet remains to be developed, and todaywill tell what sort of people they are up In the
Twenty-flrst Assembly district.

NAVAL FPITEBAL8 IN BROOKLYN.

The funeral Of Captain James irstneu, I»u; ui

the United States Navy, took place yesterday alternoon,from the resldeuco of dcceasod, No. lift
Second place, South Brooklyn. Ho entered the
navy early In life, and continued in the service
until he was flfty years of age, resigning Just be or®
the breaking ont of the rebellion. lie, however,
re-entered the service when the war was in progress,and, while in command ol the gunboat Mount
Vernon, participated in the battle of Fort Fisher,
North Carolina, and snrved in other naval engagements.Hla total service (n the navy amounted to
nearly fllty vears. The Itinera! services took place
at St. Paul's Episcopal church, Rev. Dr. T. s. brown#
officiating.
The funeral of Midshipman Robert D. Stevens,who died on board the irigute Colorado, at Key

West, Fla., on the 6th Inst., also took place,
irom the residence ol his faiher, No. «8 High
street, yesterday afternoon. The services were
performed by Kev. Drs, Nchenck and f'veott. Deceasedwas a native of Brooklyn, and was chosen
as a cadet, having passed tiio best competitive examinationfor the position in 1H68. He served two
years on Oo&rd the stoop-of-war Kansas, and gave
promise ol a bright future In the profession wainh
be adorned when death, intervened.


